
427

Department of Justice § 32.18

showing that the claimant was the in-
formant and was named as the parent
of the officer; or

(ii) Affidavits or sworn statements of
persons who know the claimant had ac-
cepted the officer as the claimant’s
child; or

(iii) Information obtained from a
public agency or public records, such as
school or welfare agencies, which
shows that with the officer’s knowl-
edge the claimant had been named as
the parent of the child.

(c) Adoptive parent. Except as pro-
vided in paragraph (b) of this section,
evidence of relationship must be shown
by a certified copy of the decree of
adoption and such other evidence as
may be necessary. In jurisdictions
where petition must be made to the
court for release of adoption docu-
ments or information, or where release
of such documents or information is
prohibited, a revised birth certificate
showing the claimant as the officer’s
parent will suffice.

(d) Step-parent. The relationship of a
step-parent to the deceased officer
shall be demonstrated by—

(1)(i) Evidence of the officer’s birth
to the spouse of the step-parent as re-
quired by § 32.13 (a) and (b); or

(ii) If adopted by the spouse or the
step-parent, proof of adoption as re-
quired by § 32.13(c); or

(iii) Other evidence, such as that
specified in paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion, which reasonably supports a par-
ent-child relationship between the
spouse and the officer; and

(2) Evidence of the marriage of the
spouse and the step-parent, as required
by § 32.12.

§ 32.15 Determination of dependency.

(a) To be eligible for a death benefit
under the Act, a stepchild not living
with the deceased officer at the time of
the officer’s death shall demonstrate
that he or she was substantially reliant
for support upon the income of the offi-
cer.

(b) The claimant stepchild shall dem-
onstrate that he or she was dependent
upon the decedent at either the time of
the officer’s death or of the personal
injury that was the substantial factor
in the officer’s death.

(c) The claimant stepchild shall dem-
onstrate dependency by submitting a
signed statement of dependency within
a year of the officer’s death. This state-
ment shall include the following infor-
mation—

(1) A list of all sources of income or
support for the twelve months preced-
ing the officer’s injury or death;

(2) The amount of income or value of
support derived from each source list-
ed; and

(3) The nature of support provided by
the each source.

(d) Generally, the Bureau will con-
sider a stepchild ‘‘dependent’’ if he or
she was reliant on the income of the
deceased officer for over one-third of
his or her support.

Subpart D—Interim and Reduced
Death Payments

§ 32.16 Interim payment in general.

(a) Whenever the Bureau determines
upon a showing of need and prior to
final action that the death of a public
safety officer is one with respect to
which a benefit will probably be paid,
the Bureau may make an interim bene-
fit payment not exceeding $3,000 to the
individual entitled to receive a benefit
under subpart C of this part.

(b) The amount of an interim pay-
ment under this subpart shall be de-
ducted from the amount of any final
benefit paid to such individual.

§ 32.17 Repayment and waiver of re-
payment.

Where there is no final benefit paid,
the recipient of any interim benefit
paid under § 32.16 shall be liable for re-
payment of such amount. The Bureau
may waive all or part of such repay-
ment considering for this purpose the
hardship which would result from such
repayment.

§ 32.18 Reduction of payment.

(a) The benefit payable under this
part shall be in addition to any other
benefit that may be due from any other
source, except—

(1) Payments authorized by section
12(k) of the Act of September 1, 1916, as
amended (D.C. Code, Sec. 4–622);
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